Mitzvah Corps   Report April 2009

Mitzvah Corps currently oversees the Food Pantry and Operation Comfort on going social action projects within our congregation. This past year we hosted our first annual fundraiser at Barnes and Noble at which we raised close to $900 dollars to help us sustain our current activities. We are in the planning stages and are looking forward to our Congregation Mitzvah day in the fall on October 18, 2009. Please review individual reports below for more information about the Food Pantry and Operation Comfort. 
Operation Comfort

During 2008-2009 Operation Comfort continued to send care packages to our troops in Iraq and Afghanistan and make pillows for the wounded soldiers at Landstul Regional Medical Center in Germany. Our packing sessions are still attended by 35-50 people, and have become a popular spot for high school students looking to accrue National Honor Society service credit time.

Boxes were sent during last summer, and in advance of Rosh HaShanah, Hanukkah, and Purim.

Because we heard that other groups were sending Passover boxes, we decided to save our money and energy until June, when we will pack once again.

In addition to our usual packing sessions, we also had some special moments. Members of Operation Comfort came together for a festive dinner in the Sukkah, and had a wonderful evening of friendship and service on Dec. 24th---Mitzvah Eve.

We look forward to packing over the summer and next year.

Hopefully our services will not be needed in the future.

Food Pantry

The Beth Am Food Pantry is doing very well this year. 

Every month, the food pantry distributes average of 50 bags of food. 

Food donations are up. 

· Many generous congregants are supporting the food pantry by regularly donating food.

· High Holiday food drive was successful

· Stamp out Hunger Food Drive is scheduled for Sunday May 10th 

· This school year, we are getting monthly food donations from the JCC at Woodland Commons

The food pantry is under budget this year due to the generous donations.

Many congregants have been volunteering at the food pantry. No shortage of volunteers.

Respectfully submitted,

Mitzvah Corps, Linda Sonin (Operation Comfort) Debbie Cohen (Food Pantry)
